Isolation of nucleic acid from paraffin embedded tissue for PCR amplification and sequencing of TcR V beta genes.
PCR analysis of DNA and RNA from fresh and frozen tissue is now a routine practice in most laboratories. Furthermore DNA extracted from paraffin embedded tissue is routinely used for clonality studies and for HLA typing. However the use of RNA from paraffin embedded tissue is more problematical due to degradation and only short sequences are suitable for amplification. In this report we examine the suitability of extracted nucleic acid from paraffin embedded tissue for the PCR amplification of TcR V beta genes and sequencing of resultant PCR products.